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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
9/10/2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-11,13 and 14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US 2002/0061770 (Ozaki) in view of US 6445932 (Soini et al.). 

3. As to claim 1 , Ozaki teaches a portable terminal unit comprising: 

a. A first housing (2, figs 4,5) having at least a main operation section (5, figs 

4,5); 

b. A second housing (1 , figs 4,5) having at least a display section (3, figs 4,5) 
displaying screens according to the operation of the main operation section 
(operating portion 5 used to view email on display 3, see paragraph 36); 
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c. Wherein both of said housings are coupled together to move between an 
open state and a closed state so that said main operation section is covered with 
said second housing in the closed state and is exposed outside in the opened 
state, and said display section is exposed outside in both of the closed state and 

the opened state (see Ozaki, figures 4 and 5), 

d. An auxiliary operation section (8, figs 4,5) being able to operate to the 
screens displayed on said display section (operating keys 8 can be used to view 
email on display 3, see paragraph 33), and comprising at least one key provided 
on a surface other than surfaces, which are opposed to each other of said both 
housings in the closed state including other than said display section, 

e. What is lacking is "wherein said auxiliary operation section is inoperative 
at least in the opened state but operative in the closed state". In a similar field of 
endeavor, Soini teaches a portable terminal unit (1, fig 1) that comprises a main 
operation section (22, fig 2) and an auxiliary operation section (12, fig 1). Soini 
teaches that the auxiliary operation section is inoperative in the opened state 
(mobile station is unfolded) but operative in the closed state (mobile station is 
folded) (see Soini, claims 11 and 13). Motivation for using this teaching can be 
found in Soini. Soini teaches that the auxiliary operation section may only be 
needed when the device is closed (folded), and that the main operation section 
may only be needed when the device is open (unfolded) (see Soini, column 3, 
lines 61-67 and column 4, lines 1-21). The teachings of Soini help to ensure that 
the operation sections are used appropriately, and also ensures efficient use of 
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the portable terminal's battery power. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the arts at the time the invention was made to combine the 
teachings of Soini into those of Ozaki, for the reasons mentioned above. 



4. As to claim 7, Ozaki teaches a portable terminal unit comprising: 

f. A first housing (2, figs 4,5) having at least a main operation section (5, figs 
4,5); 

g. A second housing (1 , figs 4,5) subjected to be superimposed on said first 
housing so as to cover said main operation section (see Ozaki, figure 4); 

h. A display section (3, figs 4,5) displaying screens according to the 
operation of said main operation section (operating portion 5 used to view email 
on display 3, see paragraph 36), and provided on one of said first housing and 
said second housing; 

i. A coupling section (7, figs 4,5) for rotatably coupling both of said housings 
that relatively rotate around an axis extending in a superimposed direction of said 
two housings; 

j. An auxiliary operation section (8, figs 4,5) being able to operate to the 
screens displayed on said display section (operating keys 8 can be used to view 
email on display 3, see paragraph 33), and comprising at least one key provided 
on a surface other than surfaces, which are opposed to each other, of said both 
housings in the closed state including other than said display section; 
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k. Where the both of said housings relatively rotate 180°from the closed 
state (see Ozaki, paragraph 23 and figures 4 and 5). 

I. What is lacking is "wherein said auxiliary operation section (at least one 
key) is inoperative at least in the opened state but operative in the closed state". 
In a similar field of endeavor, Soini teaches a portable terminal unit (1 , fig 1) that 
comprises a main operation section (22, fig 2) and an auxiliary operation section 
(12, fig 1). Soini teaches that the auxiliary operation section is inoperative in the 
opened state (mobile station is unfolded) but operative in the closed state (mobile 
station is folded) (see Soini, claims 11 and 13). Motivation for using this teaching 
can be found in Soini. Soini teaches that the auxiliary operation section may 
only be needed when the device is closed (folded), and that the main operation 
section may only be needed when the device is open (unfolded) (see Soini, 
column 3, lines 61 -67 and column 4, lines 1 -21 ). The teachings of Soini help to 
ensure that the operation sections are used appropriately, and also ensures 
efficient use of the portable terminal's battery power. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the arts at the time the invention was made to combine 
the teachings of Soini into those of Ozaki, for the reasons mentioned above. 

5. As to claims 2 and 8, Soini further teaches a state detecting section (mobile 
station has means for determining what state, folded or unfolded, the mobile station is 
in) and a lock control section (user interfaces are activated or switched off based on the 
state of the mobile terminal) (see Soini, claims 11 and 13). 
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6. As to claims 3 and 9, Soini further teaches that the auxiliary operation section is 
operative when both housings (10,20, fig 1) of the portable terminal unit are in the 
closed state (folded) and inoperative when both housings are in other states than the 
closed state (unfolded) (see Soini, claims 11 and 13). 

7. As to claims 4 and 10, Soini further teaches that the auxiliary operation section 
is inoperative when both housings (10,20, fig 1) of the portable terminal unit are in the 
opened state (unfolded) and operative when both housing are in other states than the 
opened state (folded). 

8. As to claims 5 and 13, Ozaki further teaches that the device is a mobile 
radiotelephone (see Ozaki, paragraph 38). 

9. As to claims 6 and 14, Ozaki further teaches that the device is a personal digital 
assistant (see Ozaki, paragraph 38). 

1 0. As to claim 1 1 , Ozaki further teaches that the second housing has a display 
section faced In the same direction as the direction of the surface having the main 
operation section (see Ozaki, figures 3-6). 

1 1 . Claim 12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over US 

2002/0061770 (Ozaki) in view of US 6445932 (Soini) as applied to claim 7 above, and 
further in view of US 6094565 (Alberth et al.) and further in view of US 5493690 
(Shimazaki). 

12. As to claim 12, what is lacking is the auxiliary operation section having a first 
key of a side surface of the first housing and a second key on the side surface of the 
second housing. In a similar field of endeavor, Alberth teaches auxiliary keys located 
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on a side surface of a first liousing (housing having the main operation section) (see 
Alberth, column 3, lines 46-62). Shimazaki teaches auxiliary keys located on a side 
surface of a second housing (housing having the display) (see Shimazaki, figures 1 and 
2). The motivation for using Alberth's and Shimazaki's teaching can be found in Ozaki. 
Ozaki teaches that the function of the auxiliary operation section is limited by the 
amount of space available for the auxiliary keys (see Ozaki, paragraph 33). The 
teachings of Alberth and Shimazaki help to alleviate this problem. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the arts at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teachings of Alberth and Shimazaki into those of Ozaki in view of Soini, for 
the reasons mentioned above. 

Conclusion 

1 3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US 5442814 (Sec) teaches a cellular telephone facilitating a 
response holding state. US 6389267 (Imai) teaches a folded type portable radion 
communication apparatus with functionality. US 6370362 (Hansen et al.) teaches a 
slide cover for a communication unit. US 2002/0137551 (Toba) teaches a mobile 
communication terminal with external display unit. US 6434404 (Claxton et al.) teaches 
detection of flip closure state of a flip phone. US 6549789 (Kfoury) teaches a portable 
electronic device with an adaptable user interface. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MAZDA SABOURI whose telephone number is 
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(571 )272-8892. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00- 
5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent P. Harper can be reached at 571-272-7605. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Mazda Sabouri 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2617 

/M. S./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2617 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



